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✓ No “guessing” penalty (Both)

✓ Long sections; text heavy exams (Both)

✓ “Optional” essay at the end (Both)

✓ Calculator (Both) & non-calculator Math (SAT)

✓ Tests “Science skills” (ACT Section; SAT mixed in)

✓ Broad survey of HS math and verbal skills (Both)

✓ Scale accounts for minor difficulty differences (Both)

✓ Colleges no longer the only users of the test (Both)









✓Diagnostic Test results lean one way

✓Student comfort level is higher on one 

✓Test date options work better for you

✓Accommodations

✓SAT confirming score required for National Merit

✓Gave one a proper effort; time to try the other



✓Overthink the decision and burn time

✓Overanalyze minor differences

✓Listen to too many opinions (and myths) 

✓Bounce back and forth to avoid real issues

✓Prep for both tests concurrently

✓Test too early / often; quit too soon
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Which of the following is an equation of a circle with its center 

at (3, 4) and tangent to the x-axis in the standard (x, y) 

coordinate plane?

A. (x - 3)2 + (y - 4)2 = 16

B. (x - 4)2 + (y - 3)2 = 16

C. (x - 4)2 + (y - 3)2 = 9

D. (x - 3)2 + (y - 4)2 = 9

E. (x + 4)2 + (y + 3)2 = 16

(3,4)

(x - h)2 + (y - k)2 = r2

Center: (h,k)

4



If                        , what is the value of 3x + 2y?

3x + 2y = 24
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A bomb calorimeter is used to determine the amount of heat released when a substance is 
burned in oxygen (Figure 1). The heat, measured in kilojoules (kJ), is calculated from the 
change in temperature of the water in the bomb calorimeter. Table 1 shows the amounts of 
heat released when different foods were burned in a bomb calorimeter. Table 2 shows the 
amounts of heat released when different amounts of sucrose (table sugar) were burned. 
Table 3 shows the amounts of heat released when various chemical compounds were 
burned.
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Figure 1

Table 1

Change in water
Mass temperature Heat released

Food (g) (°C) (kJ)

Bread 1.0 8.3 10.0
Chees e 1.0 14.1 17.0
Egg 1.0 5.6 6.7
Potato 1.0 2.7 3.2

Table 2

Amount of sucrose Heat released
(g) (kJ)

0.1 1.6
0.5 8.0
1.0 16.0
2.0 32.1
4.0 64.0

Table 3

Chemical Molecular Mass Heat released
compound formula (g) (kJ)

Methano l CH3OH 0.5 11.4

Ethano l C2H5OH 0.5 14.9

Benzene C6H6 0.5 21.0

Octane C8H18 0.5 23.9



Based on the data in Table 2, one can conclude that 
when the mass of sucrose is decreased by one-half, the 
amount of heat released when it is burned in a bomb 
calorimeter will:

Table 2

Amount of sucrose Heat released
(g) (kJ)

0.1 1.6
0.5 8.0
1.0 16.0
2.0 32.1
4.0 64.0









0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

1 3 5 7 9 11 13 15 17 19 21 23 25 27 29 31 33 35 37 39 41 43 45 47 49 51 53 55 57 59







 -

 50,000

 100,000

 150,000

 200,000

 250,000

 300,000

 350,000

 400,000

 450,000

 500,000

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

#
 o

f 
S

u
b

je
c
t 

T
e
s
ts

 T
a
k
e
n

Year

Series
1

Series
2

Series
3

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Humanities

STEM

Foreign 

Language



http://www.subject-tests.com






“I want every family to receive this 
terrific resource.” 

Sharon Cuseo,  Harvard-Westlake School



✓Pages 8-14
✓Middle 50th percentile score ranges
✓ 360 Popular Colleges by Region



✓Pages 16 – 19
✓ Long term, comprehensive plans
✓Based on starting scores and goals



✓Pages 22 – 27
✓Concordance Table
✓ Score Reports 

Explained



✓Pages 56-61
✓Current Policy by College
✓Content Details for Every Test



✓Pages 66 - 87
✓ Test Dates, Registration, Fees
✓ Score Submission Policies & Procedures
✓Accommodations
✓Diagnostic Testing & Private Tutoring
✓ Tips for Test Day
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